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"UNESCO recognized in 1999 the role of the mother tongue in the development of
communication skills, concept formation and creativity, and the fact that mother
tongues are the prime vehicles of cultural identity. Celebrating International Mother
Language Day is meant to promote both personal development and cultural diversity
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OF [@ENP@s % F49 IR Ao 6 2, "since the languages of the world

are at the very heart of it's objectives and since they are the most powerful
instruments for preserving and developing the tangible and intangible heritage of
nations and nationalities, the recognition of this day would serve not only to
encourage linguistic diversity and multilingual education but also to develop a fuller
awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions throughout the world and to inspire

international solidarity based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue." SR
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