/AVA\
MEDIA MONITORS

INCISIVE INSIGHT

Liverpool Leader

Wednesday 5/4/2006

Page: 19

Section: General News

Region: Sydney Circulation: 54,737
Type: Suburban

Size: 72.38 sg.cms.

Published: --W----

Education
is the key

SYDNEY isfacing potential
water shortages and
experiencing lengthy water
restrictions.

Recycling has
environmental benefits and
could potentially provide a
guaranteed source of
potable water.

Itappears, however, there
isnot enough demand or
price incentive for non-
potable use of treated
effluent, which would allow
full-scalerecycling of
wastewater generated in
Sydney.

This could change
dramatically if
Sydneysiders can be
persuaded to drink treated
sewage, and if fully-treated
wastewater can be piped
back to the storage dams.

Sydneysiders are yet to be
convinced and the
psychological barrier in
drinking treated sewage is
difficult to overcome.

This is happeningin
other parts of the world, so
we probably need more
public awareness,
consultation and education.

In the shortterm, a
variety of water sources and
solutions need to be
considered, including
gradual increase in
recycling and reuse, with
better management of water
demand and reuse.

Desalination of ocean
water should probably be
the last option, and to be
considered only if we fail to
secure Sydney’s long-term
water supply from other
sources.

Helal Morshedi,
Hammondville
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